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The Temple Artisan

April-May-June, 2008

Behold, | give unto thee a key.

WOULDST THOU KNOW GOD?

Wouldst thou know God in very truth and, knowing Go d,
lose forever the paralyzing fear, the haunting wish or the
craven effort to propitiate the Unknown?

There is but one way by which man may know God. | wiill
teach you if you will listen and heed. Consider imp ersonally,
fearlessly, humbly and devotedly every kind, loving , just and
compassionate impulse which prompts you to a deed of like
nature. Connect each impulse with the divinity of t he Godhead
as the cause of the impulse, instead of its effectas you are now
prone to do.

Do not confuse the impulse with the deed which fol-
lows. Search the true, the beautiful, the loving, righteous
roots of the impulses which have prompted you to action,
and you will see that the impulses are as the leaves on the
cosmic tree in number. Each impulse is a lead fromthe
Heart of God to you, that so you may find the way b ack.

Mortal man may only truly know that which he exper-
iences, and his impulses furnish the dynamic power by
means of which he will experience the final effects of sim-
ilar deeds. To and fro, from God to man and from man to
God, run the lines of life, and man must seek God dong
the lines Infinity has set, if he would know God.
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THE EDITORIAL MIRROR

As we work on the story of the history of Halcyon, there are
many fascinating lessons from the past. One of the® focuses on
the prediction of the founding of the “City That Is To Be” here in
Halcyon. It is far grander than anything present on the physical
plane. The fourth Guardian in Chief, Harold Forgost ein, gave
this prediction a relevancy far beyond the here and now that ad-
dresses our need to move beyond the boundaries of ime into the
freedom and responsibility of spirit. This is the |esson for all of
humanity, not simply the few who are members of the Temple of
the People.

Another prediction that has preoccupied humanity fo r thou-
sands of years has been that of the coming of a newAvatar, to
“save” those who believe in Him. The Temple lesson, “The Com-
ing Avatar,” speaks directly to this event and our responsibility
for the preparation of the world for such an expres sion.

In “Temple Messages” we read, “Truth, the Christ, the Glad
Sun of Righteousness, does not precipitate Itselfis not spectacu-
lar, loud, sudden, bombastic. It walks in the silences, dwells with-
in, breathes, lives, loves, gladdens, brightens, puifies, streng-
thens, lifts, around and about, day by day, hour by hour, minute
by minute, each second and interval of time, steadiy, calling you
into Itself, Your Self, Self of the King from whom all shadows
have disappeared, and in whom there is naught but Beauty and
Holiness.” We can do this ... one step at a time.

— Eleanor L. Shumway
Guardian in Chief

| will endeavor to realize
the Presence of the Avatar
as a Living Power in my life.
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THE CITY THAT IS TO BE

The Temple of the People was founded in 1898 at Syacuse,
New York, in a building called Onondaga Hall. This building is
on the site of an old long covered-over Temple of the Masters
and also at a long lost entranceway to an Indian meeting hall still
used by the Onondagas. The Master instructed their chief to take
both Blue Star and Red Star into the Onondaga nation. They
were made members of the Turtle clan. (Each nationwas made
up of many clans, the members of which were always welcomed
to that same clan of whatever nation). It is interesting to note
here that historians have found that Hiawatha was also a mem-
ber of the Turtle clan.

Again at the direction of the Masters, Blue Star cane to a
place in California in 1901 to mark the location of the new
Temple of the People. The Temple moved to that sitefrom Syra-
cuse in 1903. This new location was also the site foa great
Temple wherein the Lodge of Masters governed a city whose
civilization was far in advance of ours today. The spot located by
Blue Star marked the Central altar of that great Tample.

Plans for the founding of a New City were given to the
Temple, including as many details and directions as was neces-
sary. They include the following: the general acquisition of land
was designated to include any properties within a f our mile radi-
us of the Central point; other uses indicated four square miles
going west to the ocean; another use indicated a twelve square
mile area. The plan of the city is somewhat like awheel circum-
scribed within a square, repeated by three inner squares and six
circles, with parallel roads and boulevards.

All lands, all utilities, and all industries are to be owned by
the city government. All educational, social and recreational facil-
ities, parks, and administrative facilities are also owned by the
city. The location of these services is establishedn relation to res-
idential area conveniences. Tracts for gardens, andsmall farms of
five to ten acres are well within the city limits. Larger agricultural
areas are indicated further out from the center. In this city will be
used a new kind of energy called by the Master “ionospheric .” It
will revolutionize all industry.

No land is to be sold since all the earth belongs b all of its
people. Those who made possible the procurement of the land
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would in the course of time be repaid by tax adjustments. The
land would not be taxed, only the buildings and the use of the
land. In one of her letters Blue Star wrote that one parcel of land
to be acquired was called the Grover Tract, and tha she had a
great-grandfather who was a general in the United States Army
and had been rewarded with property in California. She did not
know if there was any connection. None of this great plan bears
resemblance to the countless schemes for cooperati ventures as
considered and tried, then or now.
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The reason for the founding of this new City is to provide a
place of Harmony, of peace and quiet, which would serve as a fo-
cal point on earth for people prepared for the mani festation of
the Avatar for this 2000 year cycle. In the precedng cycle there
were no other conditions or people, there was no other place
where Jesus could incarnate and do the work for which that Di-
vine incarnation was intended. To continue that Div ine plan of
the Great White Lodge, the manifestation of the next Avatar is
also governed by the same immutable Law. At no place else on
earth, at no other time and under no other conditio ns can He
manifest and focus this certain degree of his work than at the
designated spot in California. Its magnetic center on the earth is
on approximately at same latitude as Jerusalem andalmost dia-
metrically around the earth itself.

It is important to consider this information as giv en at the
turn of this century. The words represent an unprec edented
force of hope and faith and of wisdom and knowledge , a proph-
etic incentive that illumined and inspired the peop le of the world
toward their possible evolutionary heights as compared to the
path of self-destruction whereon they were plunging headlong.
It is a provocative soul-searching effort on the part of that hu-
manity which can consider these words over seventy years later
[in 1972]. For these have been years of almost comuous war-
fare, crime and disease. They have been years of umagined de-
velopment of technological skills, uncounted lives of self-sacrifice
of men for their fellow man, almost continuous cataclysms of
nature by fire, earth, air and water, and undreamt tapping of that
same nature’s resources. Every few years there comginto exist-
ence a whole new world, scarcely to be recognized adecade pre-
viously.

In 1972 most observers looking at Halcyon as it ispresently
surrounded, looking at the wall to wall growth of a djacent
towns, would maintain that the original plan of the Masters is
hopelessly unattainable. Even 75 years ago, when tle areas were
sparsely populated and buildings comparatively few, such ac-
quisition of lands as indicated would seem to have been highly
improbable, and today’s property values make such an idea seem
completely impractical. From the point of view of ¢ onventional
thinking, the argument is easy to understand. Even as it is now,
the little community is subject to pressures of surrounding and
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ever-expanding business ventures, subjecting its lads to tax
pressures based on potential investment and the Tenplars who
live on that land to a range of criticism including “myopic, isola-
tionist, provincial, and/or financially unwise.”

The empty fields of Halcyon could be easily sold at top realty
prices. The Temple would be well off financially. Since Halcyon
is not now, or has it ever been, four square miles,how could the
stigma of failure be applied to any lesser or greatr degree by di-
minishing its lands to a very few acres or lots intermixed with the
thriving action of “modern development?”

It may sound strange to many ears, but Halcyon is not small
and threatened now anymore than it was at its found ing by lack
of what the world calls money. It is true, the Master says, that
only those people who are karmically connected with the great
city that stood here in another age can participate in the building
of the New City, and if they refuse that opportunit y and re-
sponsibility they can delay its building for anothe r long age. But
the failure will not stem from material poverty. Th e purpose of
the city is lost sight of in the illogical comparison to any other city
in the world. This city which hangs already built “ four square in
the heavens above” cannot ever be deprived of its Ife on the ma-
terial plane by lack of material resources.

There is a great fallacy now being recognized in the logic of
commercialism. For instance in the decades of the &te twentieth
century, we are beginning to learn that the supply of water avail-
able to us is not unlimited, that the earth on whic h we stand can
not be used wastefully, that the air we breathe can be rendered
unfit, and that our use of fire can be extremely dangerous. We
are realizing that the vegetable kingdom can be realily deprived
of any value to us, and that before our eyes whole species of
birds and fishes and animals are disappearing becase we,
ourselves, are their worst enemy. No amount of what we call
money can restore any of these things. Moral enlightenment is
the first essential. It resides in our own hearts avaiting that pain
or joy which will bring it into practical effect. S o it is with the
new city. It awaits the recognition for its need. W hen enough of
the hearts of humanity cry for its fulfillment, not hing can stop
the materialization of the new city. And in all the se past decades
a nucleus of that city has been maintained, with great pain, sacri-
fice, joy and gratitude by uncounted thousands all over the
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world and by a karmically privileged few in the cen tury here in
Halcyon.

Halcyon is directly and implicitly related to the T emple of
the People. Strangers and casual visitors to Halcya find this
place uniquely different from other villages, towns or communit-
ies. Something about it appeals to most of them asan atmo-
sphere in which they would enjoy living. The contra st with the
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places from which they come is today heightened by the feverish
and futile energy expenditure that seems to characterize living in
them. Also, in fact, many people leave Halcyon convinced that it
is far out of touch with the real happenings in the world. And for
such people, so it is. But for those who ask admitance to Halcy-
on, a whole new world of standards, ethics and conduct is essen-
tial. There is a lesson in the Temple Teachings addessed to “The
Children of the Temple,” called the City That Is To Be. It explains
what Halcyon is to be and most effectively why it i s what it is
today. It makes the awesome responsibility of Temple members
for this city a consideration that accepts no lessthan primal con-
cern.

Now, as in the past history of this city, have its members to
learn the meaning of first things first. The glarin g abuse of priv-
ilege by people who live here can be readily discemed by each in
his own heart. The Teachings refer to it compassiorately as ig-
norance and human frailty. They speak no word of condemna-
tion. Neither do they accept willful disobedience a s a foundation
on which the city may be built. It does require a willingness to
learn.

The mistakes being made today, as in the past, whenset
down in words, are harsh and unpleasant. There can be no
promiscuity, no violation of monogamy. There can be no abuse
of drugs. Under no conditions can there be maintained a some-
thing-for-nothing attitude or conduct in any way th ese words
may apply. No one would sensibly dare to take advantage of this
Temple location by trying to use it to his own conv enience. The
sacredness of family can not be warped into a pattegn of pride
and obligation to which the Temple stands second.

No one can come into this special community and build him-
self or herself an ivory tower of self-concern, mental, moral or
physical. The service offered in words is simple vanity; the ser-
vice rendered at whatever cost to self is all thatcounts. The men-
tal reservations attached to any offer reduce that offer to soul in-
debtedness. The refusal to assume daily responsibity because
there is no one to check on each person is but a baier to that
person, not the city.

The unconcern for common good means the breakdown of
individual health. The refusal to share common cost is the begin-
ning of direst individual poverty. The rejection of association and
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participation because of likes or dislikes, differences and dis-
agreements is the beginning of dismal loneliness. The refusal to
help where so much help is needed, because such hgl requires
physical labor, the learning of a distasteful lessa, or because
such help requires constant repetition and doing wh en needed—
such refusal is the beginning of boredom and the drive toward

triviality, wasted energy and loss of time, none of which things

are unmeasured.

The evaluation of one’s capacities as being worth nore than
those of someone else leads egotism into indolenceand criticism.
The reserving of one’s effort to the performance of only those
things acceptable to a personal idea of relationshp to the Masters
makes a travesty of Their saving grace, Their centalized author-
ity, Their hierarchy. Dread of routine can overlook the strength
and patience to be gained by any cycles of repetiton and
rhythm. It can result in instability and volatile w ill on which no
constructive form can be built. False ideas of mediation,
however induced, can lead to extremes of insanity or human
crystallization. True concentration takes great power and direc-
tion of will, and especially of self control. It has nothing to do
with isolation from humanity.

The list of negative distortions is endless. It takes a very long
time to realize that such violations of law must be repaid in full.
From students to whom much has been given, much is expected
in return. Beginners—newcomers—are subject to a different op-
eration of the law of Karma. Less is offered and eyected. What
they really do not know of violation is adjusted in the natural
law governing the evolution of the masses. Templars are taught,
however, that whatever their degree of awareness of the Temple
and Halcyon may be, it is the answer to incarnations of prayers
and aspiration. It has taken a tragically long time to realize that
this is such an answer. Dismissal of that answer beause of any
divisive thought, word or deed is gleefully seized upon by the
Brothers of the Shadow who count that personality as nothing.

The growth of the city that is to be cannot be meaaured by an
increased number of its present residents. It can aly be meas-
ured by the number of people throughout the world w ho want
to live in harmony and are willing to assume the self-responsibil-
ity necessary to take what is in reality an evolutionary step for-
ward. It is not the pollution and smog of so much o f the world
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that enhances the thought of living in this city th at is to be,
however large. It is the pollution of truth, of lov e, of intelligence,
of human and nature relationships that is assuredly bringing
about the need for another way of life.

The new city is not just visionary. It is an evolutionary step
for humanity, a detail of the vast design which gui des the pro-
gress of the universe. It is under the absolute corrol of the Mas-
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ters of the Great White Lodge. These Masters are cascious Lords
of all creation. The various kingdoms of nature on this earth
planet are as much under Their dominion as are countless suns
in celestial space. Our humanity is under Their control. So is the
building of the new city, here, now, in Halcyon. It is feasible,
practical, essential. It is so ordained by those Maters without

Whom no man or woman, no race, no nation could even have
come into existence or have been raised to any evaltionary

heights in any science, art, economics or religionever, anywhere.
One of the most effective advances that our humanity can make
will come from a recognition of these Masters and a deep sense
of gratitude for Their Compassionate Love and Wisdom with

which They guide and protect us.

When this plan for the new city exists in the hearts of
enough people, the city itself will materialize wit hout fail. Until
that time, its inception has existed in the minds of however few.
It has provided those comparative few with an ark o f protection
for decades when unimagined terror and disaster might have
struck but did not. We must not forget that the mos t basic funda-
mental for the establishment of Brotherhood is the Law of Har-
mony. Its decree applies to humanity, molecule, and atom. Any
discord in any form of those must be brought into b alance and its
equilibrium restored at whatever level the discord originates. All
humanity belongs to One spiritual parentage. There is no other
plane in all the wide universe for it. The decree of harmony ap-
plies not alone to what is called music. It governs art and archi-
tecture and environment. As so applied it is effectively conducive
to the harmony among humanity, and between humanity and
God, humanity and the Masters.

Harmony is a spiritual commodity. It can not be bou ght or
manipulated, but it is not something for nothing. | t is quite pos-
sibly more inviolably controlled by the trinity of Demand, Sup-
ply, and Use than any other mental, emotional, or physical con-
sideration that concerns humanity. It is also, quite possibly, that
which is most readily available to us.

—Harold Forgostein
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THE COMING AVATAR

Whenever the subject of “The Coming Avatar” comes up for
discussion in a mixed audience, there invariably arise the ques-
tions: When, where, and how will the expected Avatar appear?
Will it be at some designated time or place? Will he come in some
superhuman body accompanied by wonderful exhibition s of su-
pernatural phenomena? Will he be born of woman and grow to
maturity in circumstances similar to those which environ each
one of the children of the present human race, only to meet with
similar affirmations and denials to those which met the last
Avatar when he announced his mission to man?

Strong assertions have been made as to the reincaration of
the last Avatar in the body of some child born with in the present
century. In a number of such instances, the assertbn is conscien-
tiously made, and has been based on some apparentlysupernat-
ural phenomena which were believed to have preceded the birth
of the child, thus fixing the belief in the mind of the mother and
her immediate friends, if they have forgotten or ig nored the fact
that many other mothers have had similar experiences and are
even now making similar assertions.

Those who believe in a literal translation of the statement
credited to the Master Jesus by His disciples, afte His crucifixion,
to the effect that His Second Coming would be “in a cloud with
power and great glory,” find it difficult to accept the claims
above mentioned. There appears to be a direct contadiction
between the two methods of procedure. These contradictory
claims have been given the widest publicity and have proven
great stumbling blocks in the way of a general acceptance of the
belief in the reappearance of the Avatar. If it is not possible to re-
concile these contradictory claims, the world will be no nearer to
a solution of the great Mystery in the present cycle than it has
been in past cycles.

It would not occur to the average person that two such ap-
parently irreconcilable beliefs were possible of reconciliation by
the introduction of a third and, up to the present time, a strictly
esoteric teaching concerning the possibility of the appearance of
a Great Soul to the senses of physical man.

The student of Occultism who has accepted the teaclings of
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the Masters of Wisdom anent the illusory character and the im-
permanence of all matter on the physical plane and the reality
and endurance of the three higher of the seven states of manifes-
ted life—namely, Atma, Buddhi and Manas—is prepared to ac-
cept the statement that the Christos, or Buddhi, “the first born
son of God,” is in fact a state of energy, although far beyond the
investigation or even the imagination of man in his present state
of existence. It is taught that this state of energ is actually Spir-
itual Light, the original source of all Light, and that it is reflected
within the mentality of man, and also in that of ev ery living

creature in varying degrees; therefore every man is a potential
Christ.

The brighter the illumination of mind resulting fro m the re-
flected light of the Christos, the more rapidly doe s the mentality
of the normal human being absorb—or assimilate and generate—
that energy and approach the state of evolution which makes
possible his admission to one of the highest ordersof manifested
life—the Avataral Order—in which he is prepared for o pen
avowal of his mission to the world. A fully prepare d Avatar has
gained full power over physical life and death and over all mat-
ter which constitutes form in the lower orders of | ife. He has
passed through myriads of lives in those lower orders, as well as
through many of the higher orders of Adeptship, ere he reaches
the Buddhistic State from which he enters the state of perfection
—wherein he becomes an individual Christ, a “Savior” of the
race to which he belongs by evolutionary right.

At the beginning of every great age in the earlier stages of a
Manvantara, the Avatar karmically connected with th e units of a
previously great race reincarnates in the body of achild, grows to
maturity and eventually proclaims his mission as teacher and
therefore Savior of all those who may accept him.

When the individual Ego of an Avatar has reached and pos-
sibly has passed into the Buddhistic Order of Life, it may not be
necessary for It to reincarnate in the body of a child on earth, or
on any other planet of this solar system. It has ewlved a form
similar to that which the Disciples of Jesus saw atthe time of His
transfiguration—a Glorified Body, sometimes termed a Nirmana-
kaya Robe, which is visible only to the interior sense of sight in
the case of the physical man. The Nirmanakaya Bodyof a great
Buddhi would be like unto a Sun in brightness to th e psychic
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sense of the observer; and if, in the course of theevolution of a
race, a change in vibration had occurred which had unsealed the
interior vision of the units of that race, they mig ht envision the
Buddhi, or Christ, as clearly as they might now behold an Avatar
in a physical body were one upon the earth.

The nearness of a Nirmanakaya Body to the Auric Certer of
the earth would be sufficient to raise the vibratio ns of every hu-
man being, and even of the substance of the earth iself; and this
change in vibration would raise the senses of man,especially the
senses of sight and sound, to a marked degree.

The bringing of a lighted lamp close to the open door of a
previously dark room filled with people would light the room ac-
cording to the size of the lamp and the intensity of the light giv-
en out by it. It would not be necessary for the occupants of the
room to see the source of the light in order to be conscious of its
nearness. With the dissipation of the darkness, thee would oc-
cur a notable change in the occupants of the room.Even a slight
change in vibration would quite materially increase the mental
action as well as the heart action of each occupantalthough he
might not recognize the cause of the increase. If you will con-
sider the change in the sense of feeling, the actuérelief of mind
and the brightening of the faces of all present when a lighted
lamp is suddenly brought into a previously dark roo m in which
you are, with others, quietly sitting, it will not be difficult for you
to accept my statement regarding the effect of Spiiitual lllumina-
tion on the whole nature of a race of human beings. | am not at-
tempting to give a technical illustration of the ef fects of light on
gross matter that would satisfy the mind of an academician, but
there are certain correspondences between different grades or
states of energy and substance which greatly aid tte intellect in
solving many of the most mysterious processes of naure, chief of
which are processes by which spiritual light becomes manifested
as light on the plane of gross matter.

What is true of the reincarnation or development of an Ava-
tar is equally true of the lesser orders of life. The spiritual light
which illumines the mind and soul of an Avatar illu mines the
mind and soul of every human being; as before said, it is but a
matter of degree and of preparation for the reception of that
light. The Light of the Central Spiritual Sun—spirit ual light—is
in actuality the light or energy we term the “Chris tos.”
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In terms of matter, the first Trinity in manifestat ion is Light,
Heat, and Electricity. A composite unit of the thre e states of en
ergy is the basis of the substance which clothes tle reincarnating
soul, or personal Ego. It is the Thinker, the Thought, and the Ex-
pression. In differentiation the Thought becomes the Etheric
body and the Expression is that Etheric body clothed in the gross
matter of the physical plane.

| have only touched on this vast subject. My purpose in do-
ing so has been to aid in furnishing a working hypo thesis by
means of which some understanding of the problems presented
by the prophesied return of an Avatar might, at lea st partially, be
solved. It must be understood that whether the Comi ng Avatar
shall appear as a reincarnation of the Ego which previously in-
carnated in the body of Jesus of Nazareth, in the ody of a child,
or in the body of a man, or whether the vibration o f a race shall
be so raised as to enable the units of that race tdehold the glori-
fied Form of a Buddhi, that recognition must be by intuitive per-
ception of the individual seer, and not by associating the form
and features with those of any preceding Avatar.

In previous messages | have endeavored to show soméhing
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of the tremendous issues facing the present human race within
the recently opened ten-year cycle, as well as theunprecedented
changes which will take place in man as a whole, orin part, and
even in the very substance of the earth to some degee. The
rapidity with which changes are taking place in the ideas and
ideals of man is not alone due to recent world wide events; it is
first of all due to the entrance of a Great Soul into Nirvana—a
soul that has completed its whole round of developm ent, and to
the nearness of another Great Soul to earthly envionment. It is
said that similarly rapid changes are taking place in the flora and
fauna of some parts of the earth. Naturally, such dhanges are al-
ways taking place, but it is the rapidity with whic h they occur at
the present time which more particularly attracts a ttention.

It has also been taught by Masters of High Degree hat these
changes will culminate to a marked extent in the year 1928, and
that a point of their culmination is due to fall be tween certain
parallels of latitude and longitude on the Western Hemisphere,
directly opposite a similar point between the same parallels on
the Eastern Hemisphere, thus closing a cycle of tine and space
which opened nearly two thousand years ago.

In a prophecy made by one of the older Sages, we find the
words: “The child of the East must lie in the West wind to receive
the call to action.” There are nhow many indications of the fulfill-
ment of this prophecy. The young men of many Eastern nations
are rapidly receiving the call to social and political action at the
present time in some of the countries of the Westem Hemisphere
with the avowed purpose of returning to their nativ e lands to act
according to entirely new ideals.

Knowledge of the form in which the coming Avatar is to ap-
pear to man has been withheld from man for a defini te purpose.
If it should prove to be, as before outlined, in th e form of a Glori-
fied Body, it will not be difficult to understand h ow two biblical
prophecies relating to the “second coming of Christ” may be ful-
filled, i. e.: “He shall come in a cloud with power and great glory”
and “He shall appear in the twinkling of an eye and every eye
shall behold him.” Natural laws would have to be su spended to
make possible the verification of those two prophecies if an
Avatar were to appear in a strictly physical form. But whatever
be the form, or whether that form be perceptible to inner or out-
er vision, one indisputable fact remains: the mere seeing of the
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form would count for little. It will rest upon the conscious effort
of the individual man or woman as to what the final effect of that
event will be upon him or her. The human will, enfo rced by Di-
vine Will, must settle the question of preparation and the course
of action to be pursued in the interim between now and the final
event, as has been done in former Messianic Cycleslt would be
well if each reader of this article should make an individual and
present issue of this subject of the Coming of the Avatar. Above
all else, his or her readiness for the Call of theChrist will depend
entirely upon individual effort and the spirit of u nselfishness
which actuates that effort. We can only pray that the Christ may
have mercy on the one who refuses to make the effot, for there
is no mercy in the Code of Laws which governs the action of the
Individual Ego—the divine Self—when the human soul is
brought before its Judgment Seat.
—Teachings of the Temple, Vol. 1

DEAR HUMANITY

Dear Humanity:

The agony of growth is upon us. The present seeming im-
passe arises from the need to recognize the directin of evolu-
tion. Since we are part of the universe, we must paticipate in the
evolution toward which the universe tends. Even the seeming
darkness upon us now cannot change the direction of the law of
evolution, which is carrying all willingly or reluc tantly toward
the glory of a perfect universe. A gong has struck. The hour of re-
cognition is upon mankind for which the door into t he Kingdom
of Souls is opening. Through this door, myriad unit s of the hu-
man race are passing. It takes courage and sufferig and sacrifice
within each of us as individual units to fit oursel ves to live in this
incoming kingdom. The price of admission is well wo rth the re-
wards. Only as more and more individuals make the transition
can all humanity be helped on its way.
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We are going through a very necessary aspect of evtution—
that of opening up the putrid cesspools of man’s in humanity to
man. Humanity reacts to this exposure in countless ways. Some
do so through their preconceptions of materialism, or through
pessimism. Others respond with the recognition that only
through Service to the whole can each one help the human fam-
ily toward its goal of Light and Glory. Service, our Temple Teach-
ings point out, works two ways—not only benefiting t hose who
are served, but the server as well. We learn that mtelligent ser-
vice is really a precise and scientific means of paring the tre-
mendous beneficent forces through our heart centers into the
hearts of humanity, rather than merely reacting thr ough the sol-
ar plexus and thereby dissipating these forces in purely personal
pursuits.

Since all mankind has arrived at the point in its evolution
where we must tread the razor-edged path that leads to Light
and Glory, there is no other way out, but through. Nothing can
stand in our path for long. Glamor and illusion may fog and en-
share us still, but not for long. Material enchantment or self-in-
terest may lead us into by-paths—but not for long.

As we become more fully aware of our divinity, noth ing can
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stop us. No sacrifice or suffering will be too great to live through
to achieve the evolutionary goal that hangs magnifi cently in the
heavens for all who will, to see. Let us not despatr, let us not be
distressed, for the power to achieve our goal liesin our inherent
divinity.

Our Teachings explain that we are greatly privileged to be
living in this particular cycle of time, termed the Avataric Cycle.
During this cycle, the potentials of the whole huma n family are
quickened by the heightened vibrations from this Di vine Immin-
ence. This incoming force stimulates all inherent capacities, be
they for good or for evil. This force impinges upon the listening
inner ear and arouses and incites the eager heart @ intelligent
activity for good.

Our spiritual unfoldment is greatly hastened during this po-
tent cycle. One of our Temple principles tells us that every soul
of every person is its own savior in one respect—nanely, by
compelling its own obedience to law. Therefore, it is time to com-
mit ourselves completely to the Christ within, to w alk radiantly,
enfolded in the divine protective Presence.

Our world is torn by serious and unhappy problems; but just
the same, there is great individual opportunity for creating a
spiritual environment in which the fragile flower o f peace may
become more sturdy. From the great field of energy which is our
world, a cosmic surge of love is irresistible. Joy—prre joy—is
abroad in the land. Much of humanity is waiting, pe rhaps un-
consciously, for Dawn, and birth of the Love which heralds a
New Day.

—Roberta Shumway

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

One evening an old Cherokee told his grandson about a
battle that goes on inside people. He said, “My son the battle is
between two ‘wolves’ inside us all.

“One is Evil. It is anger, envy, jealousy, sorrow, regret, greed,
arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiorit y, lies, false pride,
superiority, and ego.

“The other is Good. It is joy, peace, love, hope, srenity, hu-
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mility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, truth, com-
passion and faith.”

The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked
his grandfather: “Which wolf wins?”

The old Cherokee simply replied, “The one you feed.”

VOICES FROM THE PAST

2008 is another momentous year for the Temple, markng the
100" anniversary of the Halcyon Post Office and Store. In Au-
gust, 1908, the following announcement appeared in the Temple
Artisan, official publication of the Temple of the People:

“Important Notice—The general Post Office Department at
Washington, D.C. has granted our application for a post office
which is now established under the name of Halcyon. Therefore,
from this time on, all Temple mail should be addressed to Halcy-
on, San Luis Obispo County, California. No mail should here-
after be addressed to Oceano. The Halcyon Post Offie is a
money order post office and all money orders should be made
out on that office in future.”

In the same issue there appeared the following: “A neat
building for the Halcyon Post Office has been erected just north
of the Temple Headquarters cottage. Mr. William W. Kent is the
postmaster. Members should bear in mind that Oceano is the
railroad and telegraph station.”

The first postmaster, Mr. Kent, was succeeded by Ms. Mar-
garet Harrison, aided by her husband, Ernest. In 194 the couple
offered the position to Agnes. In her diary dated July 13th of that
year, she writes: “We have decided to go to Oceanoto live. Harry
(Ernest) and Margaret have offered to give up the post office at
Halcyon to us which will bring in bread, if no butt er.”

Apparently they moved south toward the end of July. The
diary entry for August 18th states: “The routine is beginning to
clear up and the mornings, after | have the place deaned up
properly, will be very quiet and peaceful. | have r efused to come
down (to the post office) at eight and come down at nine. There
is nothing in the instructions for fourth class pos tmaster that for-
bids it. | am to go to San Luis on the 22nd to takethe exam.”
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On August 27th she writes: “I got through the exam fairly
well, I think, although | am sure | went to pieces on one example:
multiply 79543 and 33/50 by 29.47, first reducing ffaction to a
decimal. | had looked up decimals but not fractions, and while |
could have managed either alone, | was not equal tothe mixture;
but there is a margin of 75% out of 100% so | don'tfeel very
anxious ... We think to make a little library out of the store room.
Anne Hadden [a librarian friend from Palo Alto] say s that if San
Luis Obispo should establish a county library this would do
nicely for a sub-station ... | have muslin curtains at the post office
window and everything clean and orderly.”

An entry on June 15th, 1915 states: “A few days agdahe P.O.
Inspector came round and went over my stock and methods. |
was quite easy about them for | had things in good order, but he
found a shortage of about twelve dollars in stamps which amazes
me, for | had taken stock only about six weeks ago.He was very
nice about it and said | might find the error somew here before
the end of June when the quarterly report goes in, so he would
make no report about it. But of course | will have to make it good
then.”

Over the years, the Halcyon Store and Post Office has served
the Temple community as a daily center for visits, food, mail and
gifts. For many years the Library that Agnes beganwas another
focal point for the community.

We are marking this anniversary all year long, rededicating
ourselves to the vision of the founders and our own visions. This
has been going on during the past six months, and & we ap-
proach Convention we will continue to do this with  various oth-
er events which will include special meetings, lecturers, 10% off
purchases on the first Friday of the month, a drawing for a large
Buddha to be awarded in August, the Craft Faire May 10 and 11,
a special local authors Book Faire on June 28, anthook signing
and exhibits. Harold Forgostein’s watercolors will be on exhibit
at the store during July and August. They will all be for sale.

On a more personal level, we, individually and coll ectively,
must also mark this consciously on inner planes, na allowing the
days to slide by in familiar patterns without ruffl ing the surface,
let alone the depths, of our beings. We can honor his symbol of
ours in thought, word, and deed. We are indeed grat eful for this
focal point for our community on a daily basis.
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TEMPLE ACTIVITIES AND NOTICES

Life here at the Temple Center goes on in so many vays.
Our lives are constantly changing, or perhaps the same tests
keep coming around in a different guise. In any event, we are all
busy meeting joys and sorrows, challenges and oppottunities as
they are presented.

Easter this year was a special one with the crowd d children
ranging in age from less than two to fourteen joini ng in the fun
of coloring Easter eggs on Saturday for the Eastebunny to hide
on Sunday. The Egg Hunt on the Temple lawn was enchanting
for adults and children. We adults tend to get separated from the
magic of childhood. To watch it in action is a reconnection, as it
were!

The two-year-old birthday parties have been in full swing
this spring honoring Bella, Alexa, Ella, Dakota, and Harmony’s
triplets turning two in July.

Natasha, Isabella, and Nina spent a week in Maui recently
that proved to be very relaxing and restoring. Bill and Susie are
visiting Gordon and Barbie in Utah. Don and Mary, a long with
guests from England Brian and Chris, took a whirlwi nd tour of
the southwest through Zion, Bryce, the Grand Canyon and
Death Valley—this after a visit to Yosemite! Ron and Nashoma
are visiting family throughout California as gradua tion times are
approaching. Jenny and family spent time recently relaxing on
the beach in Cozumel, Mexico. Barbara and Bruce spet a week
in Anchorage, Alaska. Eleanor is spending two weeksin Denver.
Aureliano visited his century-old godfather in his village in Mex-
ico.

Visitors have been numerous with Carolyn and Tara from
San Mateo, Joe and Joan from Buffalo, Olga and Simo from San
Francisco, Michael, Cimber from Sacramento, Lee andNancy,
Christy from Coos Bay, and Tatiana from Moscow, Russia.

About town: the town water supply had to have a new
pump after nineteen years on the old one! People have been gen-
erous with donations to help pay for such a necessay but ex-
pensive investment. The mowing of our open spaces, always a
pressure to get it done before fire season beginsjs going well.
Things are looking neat and tidy. Derené’s sister is coming to live
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with her. The Craft Faire at the Halcyon Store over Mother’'s Day
weekend was a great success. The weather cooperatedeauti-
fully. Kaety has decided that Halcyon is the place she really
wants to be, so she is moving home in June. Are weever glad!

Maya has been busy in the last few years getting he BA,
Law Degree, passing the Bar, sworn into the Califomia Bar Asso-
ciation, Spanish language immersion in Mexico, married in ‘07 in
Italy to Danish Jens, living in Copenhagen until re cently when
the couple decided to relocate to California.

Thada, Eleanor, Margaret and Debra are all recovemg well
from various medical challenges. This is a wonderful place for re-
covery!

Picking of two casts and the scheduling of rehearsds is well
underway for an original musical by Will. Entitled “Outback
Alice or Tar Girl,” this extravaganza will be presented at the end
of July and again during Convention (hence the two casts which
accommodate vacations, etc.!).

Several people have made transitions to other planes re-
cently: Charlotte’s mom, Sandy’s mom, Janice’s momand Gor-
don’s dad.

The Builders recycling program is going full steam ahead.
They have placed bins at the Halcyon Store, Hiawatha Lodge
and will pick up your recycling if you will call Li nda. Remember:
glass, plastic, and aluminum.

Temple groups: There are groups in New York City; London,

England; Moscow and St. Petersburg, Russia; and irseveral loca-
tions in Germany. Anyone wishing more information a bout
these groups can call the Temple offices in Halcyon

The William Quan Judge Library serves Temple members, resid-
ents of Halcyon, and friends with an interest in Th eosophy or
who are doing research involving some of our special collections.
Our library is staffed by volunteers. Hours are Mon days, 9-11
a.m. Other hours are by appointment through the Tem ple office.

The University Center Gallery is currently presenting a selection
of Harold Forgostein’s water colors, all of which are for sale. It's
open every Saturday from 2 to 4 pm, or by appointment. Please
call the Temple office at (805) 489-2822 for morenformation.
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Sunday services were: March 16: Barbara Ricardo, “Wat If it's
True;” April 13: Eleanor Shumway reading “The City That Is to
Be,” by Harold Forgostein; April 20: Basil Jenkins,“Silencing the
Mind;” May 11: Eleanor Shumway, “Mother’s Day;” May 18,
Chris Thyrring reading “White Lodge, Black Lodge, a nd Person-
alities, an Introduction,” by Harold Forgostein.

THE TEMPLE OF THE PEOPLE
P. O. Box 7100
Halcyon, California 93421, U. S. A.
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