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THE ASCENDING STAIRWAY

FAITH is one glorious step beyond Hope, the measure by
which fulfillment is drawn, and the whole sublime structure for
both. When darkness overwhelms the senses and
deflects the light of the heart and mind—when de-
feat of purpose seems inevitable—then the sustain-
ing step of Hope appears, alerting and urging the
Soul on anew, while the glorious Light of the Star of
Faith illumines the next step with its resplendent
beauty, binding the links of the eternal golden chain
of Principles to the clearing vision of the courageous
climber to the Heights on Life’s Ascending Stair-

way.
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THE EDITORIAL MIRROR

We tend to think of Joyous Living in terms of someday in the
future when we have the money, the time, the place, the
whatever we equate with this term. But in terms of an attribut e of
the spirit right here, right now, it is ours. This is not to say we ig-
nore the pain and suffering in the world or even in our own live s,
but we simply change our mindset to enable us to bring this hap -
piness to the task, the time, at hand. Cleaning the floor, serving
the homeless, seeing that the kids’ homework is done, weeding
the garden, all these are places of selfless devotion, a sethg for
happy, joyous living and loving. Comforting the grieving,
providing an understanding shoulder to weep upon, a smile of
encouragement, a tender touch, a thoughtful prayer are all t ools
easily available to all of us. It is our choice to pick them up and
use them.

Let us all proclaim “Joyous Living” in peace as our slogan for
the New Year.

— Eleanor L. Shumway
Guardian in Chief

| will endeavor to realize
the Presence of the Avatar
as a Living Power in my life.
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THE SCIENCE OF JOY

These notes are from Kora Antarova’s book, “Science of Joy,”
translated from the Russian.

The power of Affirmation: Remember that Joy is an invin-
cible force, but despondency and negation will ruin everyth ing
you are trying to do. Knowledge grows, not as a result of your
victories over others, victories which help you surpass oth ers, but
because of the Wisdom, Peace and Joy that you have gained in
your soul without anybody seeing it. Win with Love—and you
will win everything. Search with Joy—and everything will re-
spond to you. Life, the whole life of the Universe, has always
been an affirmation. It is only possible to build with affirm ation.
He who cannot learn, in the circumstances of his simple daily life,
the Joy of affirmation, cannot become a light on the paths of o th-
ers.

A man should live his day so that emanations of peace and
rest flow from him to everyone he meets. It is not his assignme nt
to become or to strive to become a saint. But the task—the real
task, mandatory for every man—is to live his simple regular da y
so that he brings to his own and to someone else’s existence a
drop of peace and joy.

Simple is your daily work. Console and comfort every one
who comes to you. If a lonely one comes to you, give him the
whole love of your heart, so that when he leaves he understand s
that he has found a friend. If a sorrowful one comes, lighten h is
life with your joy. If a weak one comes, help him with the know-
ledge of that new meaning of life that has been revealed to you ,
and your life will become a blessing for people.

In any dark or tragic moments of your life you shouldn't for-
get the most important thing: joy in the fact that you are stil | alive
and able to help someone else, bringing him an atmosphere of
peace and protection. Never let in a despondent feeling that the
majesty of someone else’s spirit is unattainable to you. Always
bless the one who has attained more than you, and pour your joy
onto him, so it will be easier for him to reach even greater
heights. Simpler, lighter, more joyful: these words consti tute the
whole program for everyone. In these words you should see tha t
spiritual height is not a yoke, not a renunciation, and not a h eroic
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deed, but complete harmony. It is expressed in joyfulness, con-
stant and undisturbed.

Do not take upon your shoulders debts and duties which

nobody has loaded on you. Walk in joy. Waking up in the morn-
ing, bless your newly dawning day and promise yourself to ac-
cept to the end of everything that will come to you in this day.
The creative work of a man’s heart is in his simple day. It exactly
consists of accepting all circumstances of the day as unavodable,
only yours, and purifying them with love, charity, and mercy
But this doesn’t mean to bow down and let evil trample on you.
It means to fight and learn equanimity and awareness, to fall and
stand up again, to surmount obstacles and win over them. Per-
haps outwardly it is not always possible to overcome them, bu t
inwardly they have to be surmounted with love.

Try to transform your relationships with people out of the
trash of the insignificant and the conditioned into the fire of the
eternal. Break down the growing barriers of conventions bet ween
yourself and other people. Look for all possibilities to put your-
self in the place of the one you are communicating with and you
will always find the way to break up the obstacles of prejudic es
absurdly erected between people, to open all the best in your self
and to enter the temple of the heart of the other. In yourself, find
the flower of love, and throw it at the feet of the one you are ta k-
ing with. Only in rare cases will encounters with absolutely mean
people be left without the victory of your love.

Brothers and friends: Do not consider that which you give or
receive, while perceiving it as a duty or a heavy load, to be char-
ity. For this is still a stage of prejudice.

Consider charity that which you give in joy, in shining hap-
piness to live and love. It is not the one who carries around hi s
debt of honor and faithfulness who loves, but the one who live s
and breathes simply because he loves, feels joy, and knows itcan-
not be any other way. The love of the heart of such a person is
not like wine, heady and enchanting, creating a conditional
beauty, but pure beauty itself, bringing peace and serenity to
everything.

How to live a simple working day? There is no point in wait-
ing for some special challenges. In your simple working day, try
to discern the main acts of love, and, living lightly, your si mple
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working day is a major sign of it.

Remember the first rule of those who decided to keep step
with their people, with their time: THERE ARE NO LITTLE
THINGS.

Get used to working on the current task as if it were the most
important task of your life.

Starting your new day, live it as if it were your last day—the
last, not in a sense of hurrying to fulfill all desires, but th e last day
of harmonious and selfless life.

Helping Others: It is impossible to hide a discord of feelings
—to suffer deeply, to be torn apart inside—and at the same time
to show the outward appearance of peace in order to try to help
another man to live through his ordeal. Only truly wise behav ior
that reflects one’s state of inner peace can help others. It @n stop
thousands of human dramas simply by its presence. Such is the
example of a wise man. No matter what his appearance may be,
he is able to lift human strength to a heroic level. You may say
that you know and understand all this. But as a matter of fact,
you know and understand nothing. For in the language of Wis-
dom, to know means to know how to be able to do it, and to un-
derstand means to act. He who says that he knows and under-
stands, but doesn’t know how to act in his working day, in real ity
knows nothing. In his ignorance he is no different from the ci rcus
dogs and horses, who just learned a set of habitual associatons,
perceived in one sequence or another.

The Inner Peace: The path to perfection is constant motion
which doesn't stop even for a moment. As soon as irritation or
anger burst into a man’s path, he will stop developing. The
melody of his harmonic chord is interrupted and he has to look
for another opportunity to join in the symphony of the Univer  se,
which has gone forward in its creation while the man halted. N o
one can go higher on the stairways of the Universe ifitis hard for
those he meets to deal with him, for his angry peremptory shou t
or irritated moralizing does not help those he meets to find
peace, but causes protest.

Malice is not an innocent hobby. Every time you fall into an-
ger you attract evil currents from all around you. They stick to
you like leeches, ugly red and black leeches with the most dis-
gusting heads and snouts that can be imagined. They all were
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born of your passions, your envy, your irritation and malice .
Even after it seems to you that you have already calmed down
and can control yourselves, the storm in the air around you wi |l
continue raging for at least two days. These invisible leeches feed
on you like the usual leeches, which suck human blood. Each
pure being is very sensitive to the stink of these small animals
and avoids those who are surrounded with them and who lack
self-control. When a pure being meets a man who is used to liv-
ing with his nerves undisciplined, in irritated shouts and s hort-
ness of temper, it suffers more than when it meets a leper. On t he
contrary, a wicked creature possessing only a stubborn will
rushes toward such a person with delight, seeing in him a tool for
achieving its own purposes.

The first element of Life is peace of heart, always and every-
where. The greater the peace in which man lives his earthly li fe,
the higher and the further he is able to see, and the further he
sees, the more he understands how insignificant he is, how li ttle
he knows and is able to do, how much he still has to attain.
Switch your thoughts. Forget about yourself and think only a bout
how not to disturb human harmony with your caustic currents o f
energy. In his daily work a man should think first of all of how to
bring more peace into his deeds and encounters. The peace tha
one soul gives to another is like a plaster which closes the
wounds of irritation, like a hot compress on the bruises of ra ging
passions, and like balm poured on the disappointed and offen -
ded heart.

Children: Do not forget that the most important human en-
counters are encounters with children. We should pay more at -
tention to them for we never know whom we meetin a child.

A child is not a tyrant who captures your whole life. He is not
an idol for whose sake you should separate the whole world fro m
yourselves and yourselves from the outer world to create an e x-
clusive cell of close family tied together by a single personal in-
terest, the love of “your own people.” A child is a new connect ion
of love with the whole world, with the entire Universe. Itist he
freed love of the mother and the father who are raising not “th eir
own” child, but a soul given to them to keep and care for.

Do not forget that children born to you are not simply the
fruits of flesh and blood, belonging to you. They are the prec ious
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chalices that Life gave you for caring, improving and develo ping
in them the creative fire. Do not get attached to them like a sn ail
is attached to its shell. Always keep in mind that they are

destined to live and stay in your house only for some time, tom a-
ture and get ready for their own lives.

Children are not the flowers of the Earth only. They are also
your gifts to the entire Universe. Through them you are eithe r
helping Humanity to rise, or you remain that mast, from which ,
like from the rotten forests, only in thousands and thousand s of
years will be formed the coal and the diamonds.

Attention and attention to others: The first thing you should
remember is attention, to each person you are speaking to, to
every thing you are doing. Attention is of vital importance f or hu-
man existence. It is the first necessity in life.

You shall remember about everything. Keep in mind that
everything though the Heavens might be shining in y our soul.

You have a mirror in your room, not to pass by but to use to
put your appearance in order before leaving your room. Itist he
first of the conditions from which nobody has freed you. You
should think not about yourself, while straightening the fo Ids of
your clothes, but about those who may be irritated by your ap-
pearance if your untidiness catches their attention or if yo u look
ridiculous in your clothes. Remember that those who are unti dy
often fall into penury. Untidiness holds up the evolution ev en of
highly developed spirits.

The second necessary convention is the “Hello,” that people
say to each other. (The Russian word for greeting means “Be in
good health”.) You should understand this word more deeply, as
your greeting of Love, as your bow to the Fire and Light in anot h-
er human being. It is not only a simple convention of outer pol ite-
ness for you, but also the basis of your benevolence at the mo-
ment of encounter. Start bringing the nobility of your heart to
people through habitual insertions in their conventional c ommu-
nication. Become a link in a spiritual chain, communicating in the
forms which do not antagonize people or repel them from you
and do not make it difficult for them to perceive your ownimag e
—but, on the contrary, conform to that which is ple asing to them.

Each soul is a gentle flower that needs our tender care and
solicitude. But it is necessary to understand that your own s oul
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grows up and is purified only through the power of kindness it
gives to another heart.

Everyone who enters the path of Knowledge should try to
speak so that none of his words would be sarcastic or biting. If
you carry kindness within your heart you will never do anythi ng
tactless. Make it a new rule of your behavior: never say anyth ing
about your brothers and sisters in their absence and say only
words which are free of your irritation. Every time a word of ¢ on-
demnation is ready to escape your lips, remember how little t ime
remains for you to spend in this body and that each moment that
is wasted (unbalances) not only your spirit but also all the s pirits
you meet at such a moment.

Take with you as a behest courage and tact. Never say a word
until complete balance has led you to the thought that a man
who complains and mourns to you is at that stage of his evolu-
tion when he has not yet discovered that everything is in him,
that he has created his life before and creates it now. And then
look for courage in your heart to give the noblest answer to an y
shabby question or complaint.

There is only one invincible force in life, and this force is Joy.
Every time when you are struggling to accomplish something,
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when you want to overcome some obstacles and achieve some
results, win with love and joy. Every smile will quicken your  vic-
tory and will help to reveal your strength. Every tear and wor d of
despondency will destroy what you achieved in your abilitie s,
and will push your victory far away from you.

Joy weaves a luminous substance of spirit; joy leads a man
into Unity with other people and therefore with the entire Un  i-
verse.

—Kora Antarova

BECOMING A TRUE OCCULTIST

Let me repeat what H.P. Blavatsky said about Theosophy
and Practical Occultism and the difference between the two.
First, she said, “It is easy to become a Theosophist. Any persn of
average intellectual capacities and a leaning towards the meta-
physical, of a pure unselfish life who finds more joy in helpi ng
his neighbor than in receiving help himself; anyone who is ev er
ready to sacrifice his own pleasures for the sake of other people;
anyone who loves truth, goodness, and wisdom for their own
sake, not for the benefit they may confer, is a Thesophist.”

Second, she said, “But it is quite another matter to put one’s
self upon the path which leads to knowledge of what is good to
do, as to the right discrimination of good from evil; a path wh ich
leads a man to that power through which he can do the good he
desires, often without even apparently lifting a fi nger.”

We have here a clear and concise definition of the difference
between the two, but it requires a long time to reach the place
where one may be called a true occultist. There is a vast bridge
between the two. Until one has developed balance in spiritua |
discrimination, he is unable either to discern or to act from the
highest viewpoint.

A great privilege and opportunity was given The Temple
Group when Master Hilarion, our Spiritual Father, who has
guided and directed us since ages past, again established a moicle-
us on this plane for furthering and advancing, in practical w ays,
all true religions and occult sciences. His cycle had arrived for
bringing to the world a message of love and a power for prepara -
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tion, a power for practical application of these truths, ina Center
strong enough to overcome the weaknesses of the past attempts,
with a group of souls devoted enough to hold and endure, loyal
enough to have faith and trust in the great cause, and so be of use
to the Great White Lodge for helping humanity to a higher leve |
of consciousness. It was a great mission and a great opporturity
to take up the lines and work with the Great Law. Blue Star was
the Agent selected to hold the point and carry out the directi ons
and instructions on the outer plane.

After the Temple was officially organized and a center
formed, the group was guided and directed every step of the wa y
on how to carry on the work. Each individual was given the op-
portunity to develop the qualifications and attributes nec essary
for becoming true warriors and practical occultists. It is a long
journey, steep, jagged, and difficult, with many windings a nd ob-
structions. Slow and uncertain are the first steps, and one may
fall again and again until strength is gained to meet the oppo sing
forces that are inevitably aroused by all positive efforts o f an as-
pirant. For true progress, one must meet the results of each fall
with poise, and try again with increased determination and s pir-
itual Will to overcome all that may try to block on e’s progress.
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Shortly after the work was started, the opposing forces trie d
to stop the movement by creating inharmony and friction amon g
the group, but those true to the line were able to hold the bala nce
and those who were not able fell by the wayside. The path is
strewn with the wreckage of those unable to follow because of
selfish personal willfulness, the directions of the Master.

The Master said the group had been together many times in
past incarnations and as a result, each one should be charitdle of
the others’ failings or else the lines become tangled, which has
far-reaching and serious results. This is due to the close kamic
associations among the members, which were often in one fam-
ily. When the lines become so tangled, the real importance of
united effort is often lost sight of and confusion ensues.

We have been told that there are two paths of occultism, two
ways of going, one ascending, climbing upward, the other des -
cending, or going downward. The ascending path leads to con-
scious union with God, to conscious at-one-ment with all tha t is.
It is the path of selfless attainment. The downward path, pro mp-
ted by personal ambition and self aggrandizement, leads to obli-
vion and unconsciousness until such time as the Soul is given an-
other opportunity to try again in some future age. The Master
once told the group, in regard to the spiritually minded, “It is a
mistaken idea many have that to be what may be termed spiritu-
ally minded is always to be good. Many of the powerful Entitie s
of the left hand path are, so to speak, most spiritual, but it d oes
not follow that any power which any Entity may have gained for
Itself is necessarily a true spiritual power; that is, the po wer that
the Great White Lodge strives for. There comes a time, of course,
in the evolution of the Soul where the Entity, no matter how
great, who belongs to the left hand path will commence to go
downward and reach a very low point before he can gain the As-
cent.” So, the Master tells us that, to a certain point, these paths
go side by side but for a short distance only, as only truth can en-
dure.

The path to occultism is narrow and difficult of ascent, so
those who truly desire to climb must rid themselves of all per son-
al impediments. The lower and transient nature must be dis-
carded before the higher can manifest. To become an occult st-
dent, one must know the occult sciences and their applicatio n to
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all of life's problems. As one sincerely studies these forces, the
door to right living and understanding is opened. It is for th ose
who desire to win the power of discernment, the lesser by the

greater, and for those who desire to know the basic principle s of
their relationship with the Cosmic Whole, spiritually, men tally,
and physically, which, in its last analysis, calls for the in terde-
pendence of all life, which is essentially One.

Those joining a real occult group soon find out how difficult
is the true path, and those who enter with selfish ambitions a re
unable to keep up. The inventory of one’s true status is measured
from the higher standpoint and all are accountable for their acts
to the Great Law, so one cannot take these opportunities ligh tly,
as the Law exacts its fulfillment.

After a disciple enters the Temple for instructions in pract ical
occultism, one of his first efforts must be directed towards ex-
amining himself and recognizing his true status in the evolu tion-
ary scheme of life. Hard as it is, he must stand aside and measue
his short comings and acknowledge his faults, his liability to er-
ror, or whatever might bar his progress. This process must be car-
ried out by all, and so one must be charitable towards others’
shortcomings. If that is not done, the lines between differe nt ones
become entangled. This is due, to a great extent, to the relaion-
ships in past incarnations, but the Master says it must be over-
come. When one can blame himself for being hurt by someone
else, he has gone a long way. It is not easy to do. Personal price
comes in but that has to be overcome, too. Self examination must
be a continual thing in order not to get thrown aside by person al
egotism or other errors of the lower self. There are times when it
is more comfortable to excuse one’s own mistakes, but the Great
Law demands of a prospective disciple that he must work this
out himself and correct the errors.

Another thing—do not let a weakness or fault be an alibi for
mistakes. In other words, do not defend wrong, but rather wor k
to correct the wrong for the sake of keeping aligned with the
higher forces. This constitutes the power of a true occultist. A true
disciple will not deceive himself or others if he would climb the
winding stairway of life, the stairway that leads to the Ligh t
Eternal, to the Light where no darkness is. Using the techniq ues,
he will draw the higher qualities to himself by the law of attr ac-
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tion and, in time, he will identify himself with these higher  forms
of substance and force, and so correlate his consciousness Wh
these higher forces on all planes of his nature in this long jo ur-
ney. The ultimate goal is worthy of the effort.

When one seeks entrance to an occult group, there is a deep
desire to become closer to the Great Reality and become a partof
the Great Whole. Some have the inner urge to come in one way,
and others in another way, but all are stirred by a deep soul lo ng-
ing for the Higher Light and Life and all it stands for, as far a s
one can realize it with the brain mind. Much is hidden from the
outer vision until the inner eyes are unsealed by following t he
path of discipleship which leads to the fulfilment of one’s
highest aspirations. Some approach with a desire to help hum an-
ity; others have a deep religious desire to come closer to God and
His Infinite Wisdom; others come for a selfish purpose, but t hese
soon fall by the wayside as they cannot stand the tests and trials
expected of them. Some come in handicapped with wrong in-
structions from pseudo-occultists and find it very hard to w eed
out such untrue instructions. Others come in with the idea th at
all is good and there is no evil, but sooner or later they find o ut
there is evil and they must transmute it the same as all others, as
the illusory path is too rosy for true development.

Those who vibrate primarily to the personality have a very
hard time discriminating between the personality and the in di-
viduality. They might be called, in some instances, the personal-
ity pushers, who try to direct everyone’s life except their o wn.
They find it hard to distinguish between personal opinions a nd
impersonal discernment. The occultist must build in the imp er-
sonal, and then he will be able to help all without lifting a fi nger,
as H.P.B. has said.

Whatever way one enters the sacred door of the Temple, it is
a very serious step and should never be taken lightly. We work
together to disseminate these great truths to the world, and be
living examples of all that the Master has taught us in so many
ways. Whenever one can get rid of the personal obstructions,
then can he realize this Great Work and the Great Love the Mas-
ter has for all His children. This present time calls for appl ication,
in the greatest sense of the word, for all the best in everyone, to
put aside all small and childish notions and raise the conscious-
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ness to a higher level.

As | said, each one entering the Temple and becoming an in-
tegral part of the group will find his way here by devious path s,
but back of all individual paths lie the long line of incarnat ions of
being together with the Master and His work and the Great
White Lodge, so this is only a renewal of the difficult journe y to-
ward greater Light and Understanding.

The pioneer days required eternal vigilance to keep the
Temple line intact from the opposing forces that were contin ually
trying to disrupt the work. But that Golden Thread of Unity
linked in chords of Love was held together by a few, at all time s,
because of the love, devotion, and loyalty of those Souls entrus-
ted with the work. The few have continued to carry on the work
through the years.

So it has continued through every kind of experience that
closely united souls are bound to have. No matter how or what
approach each disciple has entered by, if he would be a true Oc-
cultist, he must follow the laws laid down by the Great Master of
all Life and consciously realize there is only one way to reach the
spiritual heights and that is to follow the path that ascends to the
footstool of the Gods.

In moments of aspiration and prayer, one must remember
the results of the offer to the Lodge—to God—which is recorded
in the Book of Life. The acceptance of the offer is bound to bri ng
suffering, testing, and trial upon one. It is the power of the “Holy
Ghost, which is upon them”—at such times sent forth in mo-
ments of consecration to the very highest, and it cannot be re-
voked.

—Pearl Dower
Third Guardian in Chief

Joyous living should be your slogan. Happiness is an attrib-
ute of the spirit and where it exists in its purestc@mbe there
no wrong or sin. It is a direct evidenoé sHlédge devotion.
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THE ONE GREAT PRIZE

My Child: “Take heed lest you despise one of these little
ones.” These words do not apply solely to little children, th ey ap-
ply equally to new ideas or ideals; little, because they are new to
the people of a new race; new, because not fully grown. A new
race is being conceived and born; a new age is opening, changeis
the order of the day.

Prejudice and pride can work as much injury to the soul as
deliberate crime. The one great prize for the humanity of thi s age
to strive for is the gaining of an open mind. Of course it is har d to
gain. Whatever you have gained of good, retain and use, but do
not deny the good that some other person has gained. When
there is a struggle in your mind between the two, be wise enoug h
to allow experience to guide your course of action. When an in di-
vidual permits a personal bias in some one direction to cloud his
power of righteous judgment, he jeopardizes his power of cor rect
vision in other directions, and correct vision is dependent upon
adherence to the divine fundamental laws of growth. It is not
easy for man to understand that two diametrically opposed
methods of action may both be right.

—Teachings of the Temp\éol. 2
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THE CHEERING SPIRIT

Faith, love and compassion, and their opposites, are definite
grades of substance into which the mind may vibrate as it rais es
or lowers its keynote of desire. The universal law of demand a nd
supply operates on all planes. Those who go about with eyes and
senses lowered to the ground looking for evil and filth will ¢ er-
tainly find it. Nature has her garbage heaps, and the scavengers
will there be found sorting over the filth and rubbish for
whatever is akin to their own desires. These scavengers move
about in all grades of society, and their functions must not b e
condemned-for they are a necessity to nature in working our h er
plans. Such can easily be recognized by the noisome odors of
slander and gossip that cling to them as a result of their calling.
no matter how much outer perfume of sophistry they may use.
The’ never consider the excellences of those about them. burseek
ar once to look into the back yards of people around them for th e
possible garbage heaps. They are then at home in their own strat-
um of consciousness. and are oblivious to all else.

As good may be loved into life where it did nor exist before,
so evil may be evoked into being by hare or envy. Every human
being is a path or avenue to God—a ray to and from the Central
Sun, by means of the planes of which each one is composed, If
the best and highest in each one is demanded, the inner forces
are impelled to outer expression. If the worst is demanded, o b-
structions are thrown up which darken the outer and impede th e
radiance of the Light within. The forces of Infinite Life are ever ar
work loving into being the divinity latent in the meanest for ms—
even in a lump of mud, Sometime that mud transmuted will
glow iridescent with the power of the Eternal. If all truth an d love
were to pass from the humanity of any world, the sun would
darken for that world, for the balance of forces would be dis-
turbed, and the Great Law can only supply according to the de-
mand. If no truth were asked for, no light could co me.

“If some one obstructs you by force, welcome the rebuff and
own no pang utilizing the hindrance for exercise of virtue in  an-
other form. Endeavor, remember, was subject to reservation, and
you did not aspire to impossibilities. To what then did you as -
pire? To the endeavor just such as it was. Gain that, and the ob-
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ject for which we were sent into the world is realized. But one
thing is of real worth, to live out life in truth and justice, w ith
charity even to the false and unjust.”

Fragrant flowers of light bloom from the Heart of Being.
Wreaths of sound mellowed in sorrow’s depths vibrate in soul s
attuned to the great hymn of life and love. Mountain peaks of
melody—sentinels of the souls up-reaching aspiration to mix its
life with God—arise from the praise of blended lives. The fing ers
of love and sacrifice alone may sweep the strings of the universal
harp of faith and charity, arousing sweet incense of harmoni es
that ascend to the footstool of the Gods to return as blessings for
humanity.

—Teachings of the Templ®). 3
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OCCULT RESULTS OF SUSPICION

The effect on you is greater than you know, or rather not
than you know but greater than you remember at the present
moment. You do not sufficiently take into consideration the im-
mense power of thought and of sound. For instance, you have a
suspicion against some person. You fondle that suspicion and
turn it over in your mind, thus creating the first live center  of
force. You then begin to try to corroborate that suspicion, s ome-
times by what the world would call underhanded means. You
then give voice to the suspicion which you have by this time de -
cided to be a fact, and there springs at once into active life within
your aura a center of consciousness and form which is your own
child.

We will leave out of the question the effects on the first per-
son and return to its effects on you. That child you have creat ed
and to whom you have given power of action, remains indefin-
itely in your aura, whether you ever think of it again or not. T he
karmic action of your fault returns to you through someone yo u
care for or who is attached to you, and who therefore receives
your thought currents. The force of the suspicion you first e nter-
tained is sown in the mind of the person; the form you have cre-
ated is reflected on his or her consciousness.

Suggestion awakens desire, and the first thing you know the
very thing you have imputed to someone else comes back to you
with added force through the one you love best. That is the mod -
us operandi, the karmic action of both good and evil thoughta nd
speech, The evil is intensified because of the nature of the lower
plane on which you now function most commonly. If you are
true to the Lodge or true to your Higher Self and to me, you will
at once turn to the tale bearer and say: “If this is true, you can
have no objection to repeating it before the individual name d. If
it is not true, let it drop right where it is.” You have no other
course open to you as disciples of the White Lodge.

—Hilarion
Teachings of the Tempiél. 2
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TEMPLE ACTIVITIES AND NOTICES

Here at the Center, we have had a very dry January, with
warm lovely days and cool nights. The fruit trees are somewha t
confused and some are budding and blossoming. We are enjoy-
ing the tender loveliness of Spring, all the while hoping tha t the
high pressure systems will relent and allow much needed rain to
fall.

While we are rejoicing in all the lovely green of our gardens,
at the same time we have “gone green” in the office. All notice s
and letters are being sent via e-mail to those equipped to receive
it. If you have an e-mail address, but are still getting “snai | mail”
from the Temple office, please e-mail us at ginc@templeofthe-
people.org and get on our e-mailing list. The savings on postage
alone is wonderful, to say nothing of paper, ink, etc. Thanks so
much!

Don't forget to mark your calendars for the International
Gathering of Temple members and friends scheduled for May
1-4, 2009 here at the Center. So far, Russia, Germany, Englah
Canada, Puerto Rico, New York, Oregon, and other points are
coming.

Comings and goings include Olga and Simon from San Fran-
cisco, Walter from San Diego, Carolyn and Tara from San Rafae
and Aleksandr from Maryland. Annie and Will to Hawaii, Elean -
or to Carmel, and Susie and Sandy to Turkey.

Around town Jamil is now a Licensed Real Estate Appraiser,
Isabella is having fun with her gymnastics and swimming clas ses,
Frank is busy working his gardening magic on the Temple
grounds, Kaety is going to school and working as a substitute
teacher, and Damian has moved to a house east of Arroyo
Grande.

Temple groups: There are groups in New York City; London,
England; Moscow and St. Petersburg, Russia; and in several bca-
tions in Germany. Anyone wishing more information about the se
groups can call the Temple offices in Halcyon.

The William Quan Judge Library serves Temple members, resid-
ents of Halcyon, and friends with an interest in Theosophy or



20 The Temple Artisan

who are doing research involving some of our special collections.
Our library is staffed by volunteers. Hours are Tuesdays, 9-11
a.m. Other hours are by appointment through the Tem ple office.

The Temple Healing Service is held at 12:00 noon each day in
the Temple. All are welcome to attend.

Sunday Services are held at 10:30 am in the Temple. The Feast of
Fulfilment (the Communion Service of the Temple) is celebr ated
on the first Sunday of each month. “Enter The Silence,” a pray er
and meditation meeting, is held on the last Sunday of each
month. Speakers present programs on other Sundays. The public
is cordially invited to all services.

Study Classes under the auspices of Temple Officers and various
Temple Orders are held regularly at 5:30 pm in the University
Center on Tuesdays and Fridays. Everyone is welcometo attend.

Speakers in the Sunday services were: January 11, Eleanor L.
Shumway: The Power of WorgdsSanuary 18, Linda Rollison: Harold

Forgostein's The Bhagavad-GitaFebruary 8, Eleanor Shumway:
What Goes Around Comes Aroyrieebruary 15, Linda Rollison: Lot-

tie Ferguson’s Astrology: a Gateway to Initiation
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