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Behold, I give unto thdey.

THE GIFT OF GOD

HE WHO accepteth Me shall live by Me; he who lives by
Me shall dwell with Mine; and, in the Light where dwelleth
Mine, the heart of God doth pulse unceasingly.

The shade that falls where God doth walk but
fills a background drear against which all the light
and glory of the Coming Age doth beat in never
ceasing rhythm.

Enter thou that light and fold thy wings and
rest, thou Bird of Life; thy pinions are Mine own,
My Little Ones, to whom | gave Myself—and, giv-
ing, found Myself.
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THE EDITORIAL MIRROR

Convention Time 2009 was an outpicturing of the theme, “Joy-
ous Living.” We explored the ways that we can infuse our lives with
the mindset of Joy. This is not the mindless pursuit of epheme ral
happiness, but rather the deep, ecstatic moments of real comection
with all the other units of God in the Universe. These moments sus-
tain us as we work on our aspirations and ideals that are, in th eir
outpicturing, the stepping stones to Joy and connection. We can
make those connections even in the face of seeming adversity. It does
not take possessions to make Joy; it simply takes a mindset ofLove,
unconditional Love, and then becoming, as far as we are able, an in-
strument through which that Love can flow.

| wish you all a year of Joy, deep, abiding, nurturing Joy.

— Eleanor L. Shumway
Guardian in Chief

| will endeavor to realize
the Presence of the Avatar
as a Living Power in my life.
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THE ONE HUNDRED TENTH
ANNUAL CONVENTION
OF

THE TEMPLE OF THE PEOPLE
August 1~9, 2009

Saturday, August 1

8 am Continental Breakfast, Hiawatha Lodge

10:30am Panel on Temple prayers and supplications

12 noon Healing Service

2 -4 pm Open House: Hiawatha Lodge, University
Center, Temple, Library, Halcyon Store

7pm Convention Informal Opening, Hiawatha Lodge

Sunday, August 2

Opening remarks by the Guardian in Chief:

| want to extend to all of you a warm welcome to the formal
opening of the 110th Convention of the Temple of the People. A s we
gather together on the first Sunday of August each year, we create a
magnetic matrix through which the Masters pour their force f or the
health and safety of the whole world. How we use this force—not
only on this day, but every day—determines the effectiveness of our
work. It is our responsibility to carefully and consciously absorb the
energies given to us at this time, and then, in turn, give that energy
expression in our daily lives. Every thought, word, and deed be-
comes charged with Divine Love just to the extent that we are a con-
scious part of this sacred process. By so doing, we, in turn, ae nur-
tured as well.

The Guardian in Chief invoked the blessings of the Great Whit e
Lodge on all proceedings:

In the name of the Great White Lodge and by the power vested
in me as the Guardian in Chief of The Temple of the People, | her eby
open this 110th Annual Convention by invoking the guidance a nd
blessings of the Powers that rule the destinies of worlds and races,
the Brothers of the Fire Mist, the Dhyan Chohans and Dhyani Bu d-
dhas, and the Masters of Love and Wisdom on all proceedings and
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all who participate in person or in spirit in the Convention f or the
benefit of all humanity, promoting the Brother/Sisterhood of all Cre-
ation.

THE MASTER’S MESSAGE
TO THE 2009 CONVENTION

Children of My Heart: Again, | come to you at Convention time
to renew my pledge to thee and remind you of your pledges to me
and to your own Higher Selves. | have spoken to you in years past in
the following words:

“I am here close beside you. Do you not recognize me? Doubt
not my love. Do not question my fidelity. | have tried to prove them
both to you. Do you not recall how | have linked my arm in yours
that you might know me and be known of me?

“Forget not this when clouds would settle, storms threaten.
Though you see me not nor hear nor touch me, yet am | with you
and shall not forsake you. Is not that enough? | come to strengthen
and encourage. | come also to comfort and to counsé

“There is much to be inaugurated. Be watchful, quick to liste n
and to heed. Be prompt to act as well.”

You have been given thousands of words pointing you in the di-
rection you must all travel. Over and over, in many guises, in many
ways have | focused on Brother/Sisterhood, and your need to be con-
scious of the Unity of all Life, and the Golden Rule. Now is the time
to take the responsibility for your actions. Stop talking ab out the the-
ories, the philosophy of occultism and demonstrate without words,
but with joy, just what it is you have learned. Otherwise all y our en-
ergy is dissipated in words and your actions come to naught. T he
spiritual pride you take in your scholarship weaves restric ting chains
of arrogance about your self that will take lifetimes to wear away, no
matter how skillfully you try to disguise them. With no furth er ex-
cuses, with no more promises to pick up the so-called burden of self-
consciousness when you have more time, it is NOW your responsi-
bility to accept and wear with insight and awareness the pure robe of
silence in your service to your brothers and sisters of all the king-
doms of Creation. Over and over again, we have told you it is in that
Silence you will know the wondrous beauty and peace of “the Tr uth
that will set thee free!”
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In May you gathered in the Light of Unity. At that time, | asked
you to remember there is only Light, and as you become this Lig ht,
the shadows will disappear. My instructions have not change d. You
cannot go back to old ways, now that you have not only reached f or,
but gained new ways of demonstrating the Pure Gold of the Spir it of
Love. | am asking you to become ever more conscious of your re-
sponsibility to the Great White Lodge. Again, there are no my steri-
ous instructions, no secret signs or passwords, no special vay of do-
ing things. You have been given the only tools you need. Stop t alk-
ing about them, pick them up, use them—and use them joyously.
Give of that Love which | have so freely given thee.

—Your Father-Brother, Hilarion

12 Noon Healing Service

2pm Tour of Harold Forgostein’s Song of Hiawatha
paintings by Marti Fast

5:30 pm Potluck, Hiawatha Lodge

Monday, August 3

10 am Social Science Talks, Temple. Theme: Joyous
Living

Theosophy in action is Joyous Living. To me, a verse from our
Hymn of Thanksgiving sums it up very nicely when we sing,
“Humbly and gratefully we raise, songs triumphant in Thy pra ise.”
For those of us who equate fun and happiness with joy, it can be
challenging to imagine living joyously by simply endeavori ng to real-
ize humility and gratitude as living powers in our lives. The second
half of this verse inspires my reverence for Love, Balance, Karma, my
Higher Self and my responsibility for aligning my w ill with Thy Will.

From being in love, to maintaining mental and physical balan ce,
to having good karma; all on the surface sound delightfully d elicious
to my hungry lower self. Yet there are those of us who have sour ed
on life after acquiring everything our hearts and minds desi re, while
so many of us who exist on a paltry level of the basic necessities of
life, find the will to muster a soulfully contagious smile wi th the
greatest of ease. Truly, patience and tolerance are the saltof the
earth.
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| believe that true joyous living has its roots in the perpetu al sus-
tainability of balance. As our physical bodies and societies are subject
to the Laws of Cycles and Centralization, many incarnations of expe-
rience evolve our abilities to intentionally practice the n ecessities that
develop our internal gyroscopes; centering and stabilizin g us, even
while we are navigating through the most turbulent storms of life.

I am fond of thinking to myself that through Faith, Hope and
Charity, will I come to know Grace, who will always introduce me to
Harmony and then to Joy. | find it curious and comforting that  our
society has chosen as baby girl names so many of the words | ass-
ciate with nurturing my soul and the keys to my joyous living.  Yet it
is also through my reliance on my good old friend Will, as I end eavor
to practice choosing wisely, that | am able to nurture my abil ity to
strengthen and protect my moment by moment practice of every day
Joyous Living. Humbly and gratefully | raise, my songs trium phant
in Thy praise.

—Rick London

In May, something unusual occurred for the London Group.
Many of us traveled to Halcyon for their special meeting; oth ers trav-
eled to other countries for holidays and adventures, while o thers
stayed at home. These people held the fort for all the travelers and
they had their own unique experiences holding the Temple vib ration
and keeping the energy polarized back at home in a constant and
consistent way.

As we all returned to our normal living pattern, we knew our
consciousness had changed in some way: we had all had new inter-
actions and had all gained from the new sights and conversations.

| put a question to some of our members in London: “If you
were to offer a principal word as a gift from the London Group, what
would you give the Center as your offering?” These are the wor ds
that came back. As you hear them, | hope you feel the power behind
the given word. As these powers are remembered each day, as these
energies are put into life, so much can be achieved: Insight, kindness,
loving kindness, peace with harmony and wisdom, loyalig, lexpansion,
space & time, love, protection, heartfelt commtioica

What a wonderful world we can create as we offer our own gifts
and learn to develop the gifts of others within us. Welcome to Con-
vention.
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—Elaine Wight, London

Who does not wish a joyful life for himself? For whom do we
not wish it? A desirable goal ... something that stands at the very
end of the road? A joyful life.

How can you live in peace and happiness if your neighbor does
not allow that? A German proverb: | think that this is a key to a joy-
ful life: to live in peace and joy, even if the neighbor does no t like it
... to be independent of what the neighbor is thinking about me,
what he is doing, the way he is acting against me and others. To look
more at oneself and try to realize one’s own ideals ... to act wit hout
having expectations of the result ... all these are steps on the road to
a joyous life.

I myself have the following guide which enables me to have a
joyful life. “I do my duty and see: The duty is joy.” To attend t o tasks
and have through this a successful experience is to have a kind of
self-determination. A feeling of joy arises when | have done some-
thing which I choose as my duty.

—NManfred Gronau, Germany
Joyous Living

What greater joy to be at peace
Without and from within
To feel and care and have no fear
Forgiveness of others’ sin

To be aware of nature’s gifts
From stones to vibrant blooms
Shelter from strong storms and heat
Relaxation in favorite rooms

The gift of family and friends

To share both joy and pain
Conscious awareness of what we are

The potential there is to gain

Joyous living—share the thought
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To all who can receive
Help at hand to those who grieve
Or others in pain and need

Living joy to spread around
Radiance of shining light
Harmlessness—a principle true
Leading to greater insight
—Valerie Blustin

Joyous Living rests on a foundation of self-responsibility. Take
the time to connect with what is important and strategize abo ut ful-
filling those values. Combine that with a willingness to dot hose two
things before outward action. Some may label this as “selfishness”
while | prefer to call it “self-fulness”.

The difference lies in responsibility. | firmly believe tha t through
self-authority and leadership actions, we are more likely t o bless than
to curse. An added benefit is that we engage in Joyous Living. The
burden of blame and judgment fades away. Rather than look to o th-
ers to fulfill our needs, possibly waiting a very long time, w e may ac-
tually accomplish this ourselves with greater success.

My mantra toward joyous living is, “I choose to fulfill my own
needs.”

—Anne R. Dunbar

The word “joy” brings to mind the thought of the Christos,
pouring out upon the world Its omnipresent love; of Christma s
songs—-Joy to the world, the Lord is come”; and of Psalms— “Mak e
a joyful noise unto the Lord.” Joy itself is expansive, lifti ng and light-
ing our whole being, bringing us out of the finite sense of sep arate
being—and into that glorious state of unity with all life. Joy ous living
is that state of existence which the Avatar teaches and demonstrates;
life on that high plane is eternal and present now.

This joyous living is the sense of being one with each and all t hat
is—it is involvement with the “now.” It is joyous because love per-
meates the world—joyous because the world’s diversity of ex pres-
sions delights us—joyous because doors open to our inquirin g minds
eager to learn from the vast vault of knowledge and wisdom.

Living in this joyful state, our eyes and hearts discover lig ht ra-
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diating from nature, and from people eager to share their joy . The
very elements of our planet respond lovingly—even machines r un
smoothly in this atmosphere of peace.

We, The Temple of the People, exist for the Avatar's use in re-
deeming humanity. Joyous living is our mission, our challen ge, and
our destiny.

—Kathleen Kemper

Joyous living is a very uplifting experience. Enthusiasm in daily
living helps us feel positive feelings about living. Joyous moments
make up for times when we feel sad and despondent. The joy of be -
ing One with the infinite reality transforms us and awakens u s to a
higher calling.

Higher consciousness helps a soul increase his or her vitalty and
light. Higher vibrations can manifest when we experience jo yous liv-
ing. Each day should be lived to the fullest. Every minute cou nts. We
need to appreciate God and live with gratitude and appreciat ion in
our hearts.

Joyous living should be a continuous, ongoing experience. When
we enjoy sunbeams on leaves and flowers and we sniff the fresh fra-
grances in nature, we become close to God'’s creations. Expdence
climbing a mountain slope. Once you reach the mountaintop, y ou
can look at verdant valleys below. Panoramic visions are spectacular
to view. Sparkling oceans with rippling, diamond light dazz le us.
Rainbows emanate bright colors of yellow, red, purple, gree n and or-
ange.

We have much to appreciate—especially when we enjoy sunris-
es and brilliant sunsets, mist on a colorful meadow and azure blue
skies with cloud patterns spreading everywhere across the sky. Star
beams dazzle our eyes at night. We can enjoy the wind, sea currents
and warmth of the sun. Joyous living is a wonderful experience.

—Cecelia Page
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Joyous Living
brings to us
Joyous Giving.

A call to Serve
and
the cycle
begins.

To give Joy
Is to
receive Joy.

Around It goes
making its gentle
music
for those willing
to listen.
—Debra Rowlands

My Road Back Home

Joy... If I try to describe it by colors, it will be rainbow-brig ht. If |
describe it by sound, it will be the song that the Great Mother pours
over our sorrowed hearts since the beginning of Time. If | des cribe it
by Vibration, it will be as gentle and as strong as the Hug of th e
Great Father. If | describe it as a physical object, it will be the Key,
the key-element, the key-note, the key-force of our existence in God
—the key that opens the doors to God’s wonders.

We are born with it, through it and from it. We carry it through
our lives. And it is joy, bigger or smaller, that we bring with  us to the
Higher Planes after we are gone.

I have known Joy since early childhood. It helped me to find th e
right way through my difficult adolescence. As a young adult | was
screaming how to live with joy at each and every corner.

And then there was no Light, or it was so dim and weak that |
could not see well any more. Nothing specific happened but th e Joy
was lost, the Soul was scared and the Heart was silent. There s noth-
ing worse than this silence of the heart when it is so quiet and
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soundless that you start doubting if it is really there or not . And then
the mind takes over—it attacks my hundreds of things from lowe r
planes. And it goes over and over by fear and despair trying to delete
even the smallest memory about Joy. And it succeeds or almostsuc-
ceeds, because the Light is stronger and the connection with Divine
that one makes through many lives does not vanish so easily.

This connection brought me to the Temple. Lost and joyless, |
knocked at the Temple door not even knowing why | was there. |
stood silently in front of all of you, and the only thing that |  had to
bring to my brothers and sisters in God—Joy—I could not find in  my
heart.

And then | felt the Vibration of the Glorified Triple Star, th e Vi-
bration of your Love and prayers. | felt one with all the human s—
and the Joy was back. The Joy of the Path, the Joy of my new Knowl-
edge, the Joy of being one with All.

This feeling comes and goes and there are still times when the
darkness is all around, but | am learning to live with Joy agai n and
not to lose it this time. And every time, | tell this darkness, “You have
no power over the Children of Day and their efforts of Light” a nd
Joy. The Joy, that is rainbow-bright, that is the Song of the Mother
and the Hug of the Father.

May we all live in Joy and never lose it.

—Olesya Shyvikova, Cairo, Egypt

“Weep and you weep alone™—what a lie that is! Weep and you
will find a million crocodiles to weep with you. The world is f  orever
weeping ... but joy, joy is a kind of ecstatic bleeding, a disgra ceful
sort of super-contentment which overflows from every pore o f your
being. You can’t make people joyous just by being joyous your self.
Joy has to be generated by oneself: it is or it isn’t. Joy is fonnded on
something too profound to be understood and communicated. * To be
joyous is to be a madman in a world of sad ghosts.—Henry Miller

This summer [here in New York City], we are discovering that
joy is indeed founded on something too profound to be underst ood.
It springs up suddenly where and when it is least expected, br inging
with it a renewal of our heart force. Just when things seem dar kest
and we are on the brink of surrendering to despair, joy kindle s atiny
flame and dissipates the shadows that only moments before seemed
to be about us.
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In the midst of a precarious financial situation; in spite o f dis-
comfort in our bodies due to pain, iliness, and this wretched eastern
weather; and even through our sadness at missing Convention for
the first time in many years, we are not without jo y.

We've learned not to take joy for granted. When it comes, we
wonder why we don’t always feel this way. When it goes, we know
it will return. Regardless of how little we are able to unders tand and
intellectualize its nature, and even when it seems very dist ant, we
trust that joy truly is real and everlasting.

—Eva and Ivan Ulz
To Become a True Epicurean

Joyous living is the result of lifetime effort. It is not an en d in it-
self, not the purpose of life: it is but a tool—the correct atti tude to at-
tain liberation from the wheel of suffering. It is neither th e denial of
suffering, nor the chasing of happiness. Says Master in Leson 175,
The Higher Love: “As long as either man or woman is wedded to th e
idea that personal happiness on the physical plane is the end and
aim of life, instead of the fulfillment of duty, all chance of happiness
will fly away like a bird on the wing ...” This accords exactly wit h the
views of Jesus, Buddha, Krishna, Zarathustra, Pythagoras m the val-
ley of tears—the hell of earth life—the world of illusion, in wh ich to
seek pleasure is foolishness at best and madness at worst. ltvould be
strange in the extreme to assume that the Master Hilarion could
teach anything different, since the Masters are one in all essentials.
None can misunderstand these words from the same lesson: *...
Face the terrible reality that to live as a mortal is to suffer continuous-
ly; to suffer in joy as to suffer in pain—constant, unremittin g suffer-
ing. Not even in sleep, the twin of death, to find entire surce ase, save
in such hours of utter negation as are those which literally b lot out
life, for the time being; for such is the law of mortal life, an d no man
may successfully appeal from its judgments.” Only fully rea lizing
this irrefutable truth is it possible to understand, and not to misun-
derstand, another statement that the Master Hilarion has ma de: “Joy-
ous living should be your watchword.” What is, then, the true mean-
ing of this deep advice, Joyous living should be your watchwo rd? In
Sensation and Contact, Master explains: “All that man holds dear of
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pleasure or enjoyment has its counterpart or correspondence on oth-
er planes of being ... Yet it must take an epicure, in the highest sense
of the term, even to realize that there are heights beyond ...” This
gives the key to the seeming riddle. The shift from lower plea sure to
the higher is meant. Seek the higher; ignore the lower. “But r ather
seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto
you.” And share what you enjoy, for no happiness can exist for one
man alone. In Lesson 125, White and Black Magic and Magicians
Master makes perfectly clear that “even on the greatest heights of
bliss attainable by human kind ... such bliss is meaningless, worth-
less and transitory unless it can be shared with others ...” The same
lesson gives the ultimate key to joyous living: unmask the si n of sep-
arateness, “and as brothers live henceforward"—for the reason that
the ultimate cause of all the anguish, all the suffering, all the loneli-
ness and useless effort of mankind “is due alone to the separation of
soul from soul—of the created from the Creator—the Father-Mot her
from the child ...” “Tear down the barriers, children of my soul! ~ Shut
out from your hearts nothing in the Universe save the thing or crea-
ture that would separate you from other human souls; for only in
union with those other human souls will you ever find God—find
Love Incarnate—find Peace and Fulfillment. Every barrier yo u build
between other human souls is a barrier between your God and yo ur
own soul, between your Higher Self and you.”

—Istvan Balogh

12 noon Healing Service, Temple
2pm Special Material on the Temple Orders, Temple
7pm Reports of Officers, Temple

Report of the Temple Treasurer, 2009

Beyond the pristine, glacier-covered mountains of Skagway,
Alaska, is a place where gold was discovered around the time the
Temple was founded. Thousands of Klondike Gold Rush stamped ers
dreamed of making it rich in 1898, but once in the brutal envir on-
ment and circumstances they encountered in the harsh North, many
wound up sacrificing their lives and worldly possessions in the pun-
ishing scramble to find the precious metal. A relative few ac tually
succeeded in finding the glimmering fortunes they so ardent ly de-
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sired.

At that same time, a search for a different sort of treasure took
place in Syracuse, New York, as our Temple forbears deliberaely and
resolutely worked to establish a spiritual center where seekers could
learn to mine the ore of the inner life. Coming west to Halcyon in
1903, they poured their energy into this place so that the bui Iding
forces of the Master would have a physical home from which to f low
into the world. It was not easy work then, and the responsibil ity for
protecting that treasure has passed to us.

Although the road to spiritual treasure is deeply challengi ng, we
—unlike the stampeders—receive help that matches our best efforts,
assistance that usually comes from the others on this road who lend
their courage, hands and hearts. None of us can go forward alone,
and we eventually realize that by serving others, we build sp iritual
muscle, strengthening both our abilities and our mutual res olve to
travel this long path together.

The Master’'s work manifests in and through each of us, and we
serve the greater good best as we fit ourselves to the task. Ths last
May, Templars from all over the world experienced the bounty of
spirits and hearts in our Temple family, felt how deeply we ar e con-
nected, and reaffirmed our responsibility to humanity. Wha t greater
treasure is there than to know where we belong, and why we are
here?

The search for spiritual treasure is lifetimes long, with it s share
of trials and suffering, learning and growing. But remember this:
“When difficulty of understanding falls upon you, always cl imb
higher, until you reach the broader landing at the top, where opens
the door of the house of wisdom and learning. There alone can y ou
find peace and happiness ...”

—Marti Fast
Report of the Scribe, 2009

With every passing day of the past Temple year, the Avatar has
come closer and closer to the physical plane—or rather, more and
more force has penetrated the earth’s aura from his fire body which
came close enough to the physical already in 1928. Correspording
with the giving out of such strong force—unparalleled in both
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known and unknown world history—the activities of the Black
Lodge were also increased, penetrating with a slimy ooze all of the
planet, placing traitors and spies in almost every field of h uman ac-
tivity. But, the strange story that the Temple Year 2008-2009 had to
tell mankind, was the beginning of the fulfillment—this time  on the
physical plane—of the news which first was reported through t he
Temple organization on February 13, 1927, by the Master M. with
K.H., who stated that: “Victory on inner planes has been accom-
plished.” On outer planes, such victory seems still far off—a nd yet,
80 years later the total and absolute control of Mammon over t he en-
tire globe began to crumble in a more than conspicuous way that
could not be hidden or ignored any more, even if all news media in
all countries made maximum effort to suppress the truth—more ex-
actly, the full scope of the crisis. Even those who never heard of the
expression, the Curse of Mammon, had ample opportunity to ex peri-
ence a very close encounter with that maledictory force—inhe rent in
every atom ever bought or sold, and which, according to commu ni-
cation from Master, is responsible for more evil than all oth er causes
combined.

Although there were the most frantic efforts to postpone the day
of reckoning—ijust like in 1928—the global character of the collapse
of the money power came so much to the fore that the entire
economies of the leading countries of the world had to be patc hed
up by taking away the last crumbs left to the masses—money needed
for infrastructure, social services, pensions, health cae, schools—in
order to be able to continue the terrible wars of aggression financed
by all the fruits of labor and sweat of the people. This global pursu-
ing the policy of burying one’s head in the sand had its equiva lent in
the frantic effort on the private level of the individual—the so-called
lifestyles, the sensationalism fed by gossip news outlets, the spend-
ing one’s time with questionable amusements, parties, sensualism,
alcoholism, stimulants and narcotics, living lives of plea sure, of vani-
ty and perversion—all calculated to suppress and stifle the v oice of
Divinity in the soul of man, to prevent man from waking up both  to
the hell he created, and the presence of a redeeming force: na out-
side and far away but in man’s very own being.

But all of this all-embracing mass hypnotism from both withi n
and without could not prevent at least the few from realizing that
the Avatar—the accomplished Second Coming of the Master Jesis
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“returning in a cloud,” i.e., in a way not visible to the peopl e—can-
not and will not solve man’s inner and outer problems by divin e fiat.
It would do no good—the fledgling bird must learn to fly, and th e
toddler to walk, by their own efforts, and the child must find  out by
his own experience that by playing with fire—e.g., in the shap e of
the publicly aired idea, how nice it would be to have a nuclear holo-
caust—might end in getting burned. And even if the great awake n-
ing of the people has not happened yet—despite millions havin g lost
their livelihood, their homes, their jobs, their everythin g—the mate-
rial loss has turned into spiritual gain for an increasing nu mber of
people. The loss of homes may have facilitated liberation from the
brainwashing through television—a temporary or even perman ent
interruption of a make-believe hypnosis that turns every pi ece of
truth upside down, not so much by fabricating wag-the-dog ne ws,
but primarily by omitting and not even mentioning the real on es. By
the same token, the loss of income, and of health insurance, may
have made at least some more healthy by depriving them of drug s
that were calculated to make them even more ill than they were be-
fore—if possible, permanently.

For the individual Temple stone, and also the Temple as a collec-
tive—i.e., an organization on the physical plane—the opportu nities,
tests and dangers remained the same during 2008-2009 as the gar
before. The battle between imitation occultism and pseudo- occultism
on the one hand, and the Temple force on the other, continued u n-
abated. Since the Temple force cannot fully function withou t guid-
ance from the Higher Self—the Master that founded the work, wh ich
guidance manifests itself in the rules and regulations for b oth exoter-
ic work and esoteric, i.e. secret orders—no meaningful work w ould
continue unless these instructions, laid down in the earlie st days of
the work by Master himself, were religiously adhere d to.

This holding on to the Master and his commandments was often
referred to by the Green Star as Centralization, or Self-regponsibility
or Responsibility to the Lodge, and it should include the pre serva-
tion of even an iota or the last comma in, and of, any text or ins truc-
tion that we inherited from our Father and Mother—Blue Star an d
Red Star. As ever, the Temple automatically repels any fad of imita-
tion occultism or pseudo-occultism—*“the same old brat in a di fferent
dress”’—that was bold enough to lay public claim to power over e v-
erything and everybody with catch-phrases like: “You are so far
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evolved that you stand above the law; so whatever you do is san cti-
fied by the mere fact that you yourself—a holy person, member o f an
exclusive club—are doing it!”

The past year has proved that there is nothing that could stop
the Temple or the bulwark of Temple stones who, standing toge ther
in the light of Obedience to Master, are practically invinci ble through
the force of the Avatar. These brave little ones gathered for an Inter-
national Temple Conference in May (May 1-4, 2009)—the first such
gathering ever held at the Temple Headquarters in Halcyon, w ith
visiting members from Germany, England, Russia and Canada. No
walls—national or personal—existed for participants who tra veled
great distances to get to the Center, and the language barrier was
broken down by translating all talks into three languages. | mmense
forces of Love, Tolerance, Sympathy and Brotherhood were set free
during those most memorable four days in May, and the Temple
Work advanced immensely through the mutual attempt of all
present to advance the cause of humanity.

All participants felt the presence of very high forces durin g all
meetings; and when, on the conclusion of the last meeting in t he
Temple, those attending were to part, there was simply none w ho
would want to leave that heart-shaped building that is a Temp lar's
true home. Many important details of the work were discussed , from
an international standpoint, and members met also in privat e, gain-
ing new friends for life—or, rather, meeting again old ones fr om the
mighty past—learning important details about the wor k.

In addition to the spiritually most uplifting internationa | cooper-
ation of Temple Brothers and Sisters, great successes wereaported
from the respective countries where the Temple is active. A Franco-
Canadian team of especially hard-working Templars near Mon tréal
translated and published as a hard copy all three volumes of t he
Temple Teachings in French, and created a French Temple webste
with a growing amount of translated literature, thus fillin g a very im-
portant gap and rendering a great service to the French-speaking
portion of humanity. Germany has published in electronic fo rm the
first full and complete German translation of the Folios of M aster
Messages (also known as Temple Messages), both Yellow and Re,
one of the most important series of Lodge messages ever receied by
the Temple.

The motto of the international gathering, “There is a Light, " pro-
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duced great talks that will be published as soon as all editin g is done
—and the lasting effect of the meeting of the Warriors of Light can-
not be safely assessed by limited view. The Presence of the Awatar be-
came a more and more tangible reality for Templars; what more
could mortals wish for?

—Istvan Balogh

Inner Guard

Happy Convention to us! Happy Convention to the Wor Id!

We are gathered for the 110th annual Convention of The Temple
of the People. We are also gathered together with heartfelt gratitude
to The Masters.

This past year provided each of us with unique opportunities .
We have had, before our very eyes, a chance to practice what we say
we Dbelieve ourselves to be. Some of these beliefs could inclue:
Brotherhood, Self Responsibility, Love for what might appe ar to be
unlovable, Gratitude as well as The Golden Rule. This list does not
end here. We as a town, and we as Temple members opened our
hearts and homes to the world. We are able to meet this enormou s
challenge only by the enormous boost of love and support stre aming
from The Masters.

That enormous boost of love and support has always been avail-
able to us. It will always be available to us. It even comes with an in-
struction book. Starting just yesterday at the formal openi ng of this
Convention was the Master's Message, hot off the press. Verysimple,
very clear instructions. Very similar to ALL the Temple less ons. How
we choose to use these simple instructions is up to us. We havethe
freedom to choose non-brotherhood, non-love, ungratefuln ess. We
always have the freedom to make unfortunate choices. What we now
know is that we have the obligation, not only as Temple member s,
but as human beings, to choose Brotherhood first. Choose Love first.
Choose Gratitude first. Choose Self-responsibility first. Choose the
Golden Rule first. With lots of practice, we will make these c¢ hoices
first, bypassing the less fortunate choices.

Let's get busy with these clear instructions and begin to con-
sciously fulfill our obligations. When we are choosing to fo llow the
instructions from The Master, we will more clearly and more o ften
see all the Joy, all the Light that surrounds us. Always and fo rever-



THE TEMPLE ARTISAN 19

more.
Thank you, each and everyone of you for sharing your lives
with me.
—NMargaret Thyrring

Delegate At Large

| began this past year with many fine resolutions about all th e
things | was going to do and be. 12 months later, | can’t remember a
single one of my lofty goals, but | think it's safe to say that | ike most
good intentions, they fell easily and silently by t he wayside.

The year has sped by, eaten up by household chores, meaning-
less projects at work, and the little cares and annoyances of everyday
life—until suddenly I find myself facing a blank computer scr een at
10 pm on Sunday night, trying to make sense out of all that has a nd
hasn’t happened since | last sat with you in this room, listen ing to
the officers’ reports from the year before.

With no evidence of great deeds to lay before you, | would lik e
to tell you a secret instead. Like many secrets, most people have al-
ready heard this one. The reason it's still known only to the r elative
few—especially in a town like New York City—is that it's not
enough just to be told this secret. | believe you have to discover it for
yourself before you can know it. And then, it's surprisingly easy to
forget.

| have been told this simple secret more than once before—and
in this very room, too. | listened and thought | understood it and
would remember it. But it rarely left the room with me, and cer tainly
never survived the airplane ride back to New York City at the e nd of
every August.

Then, this past year, out of nowhere, | finally got it. It sli pped
away again just as quickly of course, but it keeps coming back. It's
not always easy to live by, even when | do remember it, but I'm
working on that part too.

So here’s the secret in a nutshell: Nothing matters but people.

Not money, not fame, not power, not the future or the past, no t
even world peace. Nothing but the people you are with right he re
and right now. Learn to see them just as people—not as representa-
tives of agencies or organizations or groups who are different from
you. See them as your brothers and sisters—regardless of wheher



20 THE TEMPLE ARTISAN

they think of you that way. Take each as they come, without try ing
to treat this one the same as that one in the name of superficial fair-
ness.

Forget the deadline you'’re trying to meet; exchange a pleasant
greeting despite being pressed for time. By the end of the year you
probably won't remember whatever it was you were in such a hur ry
to get done, but a kind word, well placed, can echo until the en d of a
lifetime.

I will spend tomorrow (today, by the time you are hearing thi s)
out in the hustle and bustle of the city: managing projects, t aking
calls, answering emails. Perhaps | will get caught up in the flurry of
it all and forget everything | just wrote. But I'm going to try  to re-
member.

Thank you for an unexpected and worthwhile year. | love you
all.

—Eva Ulz

Outer Guard

Our personal world and the outer world are going through a
testing period now. Each one of us or someone we love is going
through various stages of discombobulation and may even feel his or
her world is being turned upside down. Care and wisdom in this  pe-
riod of our lives are important to consider while life goes on . Now is
probably a good time to house clean physically, mentally and spiritu-
ally. Getting rid of extra things or finishing neglected thi ngs may be
very hard to do—or—may be not so hard. Doing these things may
help us in our growth while we journey down the path. These thi ngs
may be our stumbling blocks, causing us much pain. But in the | ong
run, this pain may be what is needed to turn us around and helpu s
spiritually. What is necessary is to call up our higher menta | and
spiritual faculties and apply them where they are m ost needed.

—Ron Carlson
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